Book Club Guide
SAM'S CHALLENGE
In the book, Edie builds
a Rube Goldberg
machine to help with
breakfast. Create your
own overly complex
machine designed to
complete a simple
task!!!
Publisher: HarperCollins
ISBN (hardcover): 9780062941183
Grades: 3-7

DISCUSS...

Sam goes through several stages when dealing with the loss of his father. How did you
understand his grief journey? How did he feel in the beginning, middle and end of the
book?
What did you think of the Boy? Was he good, evil or something in-between? What was his
role in the story? How would you compare him to other interpretations of the Grim Reaper?
Sam has a complicated relationship with Aunt Jo. How does it change throughout the book?
When Sam learns that Aunt Jo runs a Narcotics Anonymous group from her house, he is
shocked and confused. How do his views about addiction change throughout the book?
Mr. Redding tells the class the story of Willie Lincoln's ghost and how his mother would
often see Willie standing at the foot of her bed. Do you believe in ghosts? Why or why not?
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KEEP DISCUSSING
Writing is a great way
to understand difficult
events and emotions.
Do you keep a journal?
Have you ever written
a short story? Why not
try it? You might be
surprised what you
discover.
Publisher: HarperCollins
ISBN (hardcover): 9780062941183
Grades: 3-7

DISCUSS...

In that same conversation about Willie Lincoln's ghost, Mr. Redding says, "I don’t know
anything for certain. There is so little certainty to be had in this world, but I know that
sometimes when people die, we have to let them go. Not stop loving them, not forget
about them. Just let them go” (p. 225). Do you agree with Mr. Redding?
Pa loves telling tall tales about his childhood and the swamp where Sam grew up, but he
didn't tell Sam everything. When Sam learns the truth about his mother, for example, he
wonders why Pa didn't trust him with this important information. In the end, Sam decides:
"Stories were about what had happened, sure, but they were also about what you wanted
to believe, and about the parts of your life you wanted to pass on." What does Sam mean
by that? Why do you think Pa kept certain stories to himself?
In the end of the book, why do you think Sam doesn't tell anyone about what happened on
the lake with the giant catfish?
We see the story through Sam's eyes or point of view (POV). Can you write a scene from
Edie's POV? It can be a new scene or a scene from the book.
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GENRE CHALLENGE
THE SECRET LIFE OF SAM involves a classic
fantasy element: the portal. Sam finds a tree
that allows him to travel back to the swamps
to be with Pa, but only once a day at the
moment of Pa's death, and only temporarily.
If you could create a portal, where would it
lead?

IT'S YOUR TURN...
Describe your portal below. Where would it lead? Why did you choose this
type of portal? Include at least five concrete details in your description. On
the back of this page, write a story that starts with someone going through
the portal you described.
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